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UCCD Is Starting Another Church

By Dave Furman, Church Planting Co-ordinator

God has blessed UCCD! When Gloria
and I packed our bags and moved our
family to the UAE in the summer of 2008
we had little idea what God had in store
for us. What a tremendous time we’ve had
here in Dubai! We love the ethnic
diversity and the opportunity to meet
people from around the world. We thrive
on the opportunities among people who
need to hear the Gospel and we cherish
the community at UCCD. It has been a
blessing to be a part of such an
unbelievable church where the Gospel is
proclaimed.

This is indeed a great time in our church’s
history. UCCD was established back in
1962 and consisted of a small fellowship
of expatriate oil and gas workers in Dubai
and today there are now over 1,000
worshipers from at least 50 nationalities
meeting in the Dubai Evangelical Church
Center on Friday mornings. The generous
rulers of Dubai granted the land for the

DECC building and it has been a blessing
to our congregation.

God has blessed us tremendously here in
Jebel Ali, and we feel like it is time to step
forward in faith to see a new church
started on the other side of the city. We
believe that starting new churches is the
natural overflow of our passion for the
Gospel. The message of Christ crucified
and resurrected provides the ultimate
reason for church planting and is itself the
power of God behind all our church-
planting efforts.

Our goal is to eventually see many more
gospel-centered churches planted so we
are committed to dedicating an enormous
amount of time, training, resources and
personnel to the task. God has greatly
blessed UCCD and so it is with great joy
that we spend our resources for this great
task!
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This is a Good Thing

There are many reasons new churches
are started, but unfortunately many
times churches are started defiantly or
reluctantly. Defiant church planting
could arise out of bitterness and would
be best described as a church split. This
happens when some people in the
church get frustrated and split to form
a new church because there is
alienation over doctrine, vision or
philosophy of ministry. Reluctant
church planting is done not because a
church wants to plant, but because of a
lack of space or other logistical issues.
Therefore it starts a new church
because it is forced by circumstance.

However, here at UCCD we are
planting a new church because it is the
natural overflow of our desire to see
more people reached for Christ in our
country. Natural church planting
happens when a church realizes that
church planting is something we need
to constantly be doing and it becomes
our ongoing ordinary ministry of the
church that we do joyfully. So UCCD
is moving forward with church
planting with great joy. The new
church will hold to the same doctrine
and philosophy of ministry. There may
be some minor differences, but overall
we are joyfully trying to reproduce
Gospel ministry in another location.
Those that go to the church plant will
not leave because they are unhappy,
but because they want to help start
something new for God’s glory.

“The vigorous, continual
planting of new
congregations is a crucial
strategy for 1) the
numerical growth of the
Body of Christ in any city,
and 2) the continual
corporate renewal and
revival of the existing
churches in a city.
Nothing else--not
crusades, outreach
programs, para-church
ministries, growing
mega-churches,
congregational consulting
—will have the consistent
impact of dynamic,
extensive church
planting.”

- Tim Keller
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A Few Details at 050-7021668. I look forward to
There are certainly exciting days. We'll  talking with you! And please be in

be having a member’s meeting on prayer that God would do a wonderful
Friday evening, November 6th after work through the new church.

FFPP and an Informational meeting at
0930 in the Children’s Church room on
November 13th. These will be great
times to hear more regarding the church
plant.

We are still working on potential church
gathering locations. We've targeted the
Festival City area as where wed like the
weekly gathering to be—although the
church might end up meeting on Sheikh
Zayed Road or Mirdif. With a new
church plant, we'll have to be flexible on
gathering location. Please pray for God
to make available a wonderful place to
meet. If you have any connections or
ideas for a meeting place on the other
side of Dubai please let us know.

Would you like to help?

We are hoping to identify a team of
people to help start the church over the
next two months. In January we are
hoping to start planning meetings with
those who want to be involved with the
plant. Would you like to help us start
this church? We will be in need of
various resources and most of all we’ll
be in need of people who are interested
in music ministry, children’s ministry,
hospitality, service, and anything else!
If you are interested in helping out with
the church plant you can contact me at
dave@uccdubai.com or call my mobile
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Excerpts on Church Planting

By Tim Keller

Why Plant Churches?
Jesus' essential call was to plant churches.

Virtually all the great evangelistic
challenges of the New Testament are
basically calls to plant churches, not
simply to share the faith. The 'Great
Commission' (Matt.28: 18-20) is not just a
call to 'make disciples' but to 'baptize’. In
Acts and elsewhere, it is clear that baptism
means incorporation into a worshipping
community with accountability and
boundaries (cf. Acts 2:41-47). The only
way to be truly sure you are increasing the
number of

person to person.) Only a person who is
being 'evangelized' in the context of an
on-going worshipping and shepherding
community can be sure of finally coming
home into vital, saving faith. This is why a
leading missiologist like C.Peter Wagner
can say, 'Planting new churches is the
most effective evangelistic methodology
known under heaven."

How Should Churches be planted?
Best Church Planting happens through a
“Mother Church”.

All in all, church

Christians 1 . . planting helps an
in a town Planting Churches is the most existing church
is to effective evangelistic methodology the best when
increase 9y the new

the known under heaven congregation is
number of voluntarily

churches. Why? Much traditional
evangelism aims to get a ‘decision’ for
Christ. Experience, however, shows us
that many of these 'decisions’ disappear
and never result in changed lives. Why?
Many, many decisions are not really
conversions, but often only the beginning
of a journey of seeking God. (Other
decisions are very definitely the moment
of a 'new birth', but this differs from

'birthed’ by an older 'mother’
congregation. Often the excitement and
new leaders and new ministries and
additional members and income 'washes
back' into the mother church in various
ways and strengthens and renews it.
Though there is some pain in seeing good
friends and some leaders go away to form
a new church, the mother church usually
experiences a surge of high self-esteem
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and an influx of new enthusiastic leaders
and members. However, a new church in
the community usually confronts
churches with a major issue—the issue of
'kingdom-mindedness'. New churches, as
we have seen, draw most of their new
members (up to 80%) from the ranks of
the unchurched, but they will always
attract some people out of existing
churches. That is inevitable. At this point,
the existing churches, in a sense, have a
question posed to them: "Are we going to
rejoice in the 80%--the new people that
the kingdom has gained through this new
church, or are we going to bemoan and
resent the families we lost to it?" In other
words, our attitude to new church
development is a test of whether our
mindset is geared to our own institutional
turf, or to the overall health and
prosperity of the kingdom of God in the
city.

When Should Churches Be Planted?
Church Planting should be constant.

This is the first strategic principle for
ministry in the first century-and it is
crucial for effectiveness in the 21st
century. In the ministry in Acts-church
planting is not a traumatic or unnatural
event. It is not something odd or once- in-
a lifetime. It is not forced on people by
circumstances. Church planting is woven
into the warp and woof of things, it
happens constantly, it happens normally.
Paul never evangelizes and disciples
without also planting churches. For

decades, expositors looked to Acts to find
'the basic elements of ministry'. They
always made lists such as these: Bible
teaching, evangelism, fellowship,
discipleship, worship. Yet right there along
with everything else is church planting,
but it is often ignored. There's a very
dubious, tacit ‘cessationism’ going on
here! Implicitly, almost unconsciously,
readers said, 'well, but that was for then-
we don't do that now." But the principle
is-church planting must be natural and
constant, not traumatic and episodic.
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International Churches

“..these churches could capture the potential
of a global movement and be at the forefront.”

International Churches
have been springing up
for the past fifteen years
in major cities around
the world. Expatriates
who go to live as a
minority in a particular
place find themselves
worshiping with
believers from every
nation and in every
domain. Rich and poor,
diplomats and business
people, black and white,
and representatives of
every language--these
people are perhaps in
the biggest gold mines
of church
multiplication that we
have in the world today.
(But do they realize

that?) They are the most

connected churches of
all because their
membership represents
every single domain of
society.

By Bob Roberts

Most act as havens for
people who need to find a
community of faith and
catch their breath in nations
that are not their home.
However, of all churches in
existence today, these
churches could capture the
potential of a global
movement and be at the
forefront. International
community churches exist in
almost every nation and
could become the strategic
hubs from which all else
would flow.

This excerpt is taken from the
book, “The Multiplying CHurch”
by Bob Roberts

PAGE 6




UNITED CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF DUBAI VOLUME 1, ISSUE 9, NOV 6, 2009

Seven Reasons To Go To
The Church Plant

. It's the Great Commission...”Go and make
disciples of all nations...” (Matt 28:19).

2. God is calling you to go.

J. You want to see multiple witnesses for
Ghrist in our country.

4. You love new experiences and challenging
situations.

9. You have time to serve and use your gifts
to glorify God.

6. You have some unbelieving friends on the
other side of town that you would like to
invite to church near their home.

1.If lYn_u’ve been driving a great distance and
you'd like to be more involved in chureh.
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FRIDAY FOUNDATIONS

9:30-10:20 am
Classes offered:

1. What’s God’s Will For You? Guidance and
Decision Making (Nov 20, 2009- Jan 18,
2010). Led by: John Welkner and Jon Ayliffe

2. Discipling and Biblical Counseling:
Helping People Change (Nov 20, 2009 -
Feb 19, 2010). Led by Jeremy Yong, Richard
Ngwisha, and Theo Aryee

* No Friday Foundation Classes on Dec 25.

Members’ Meeting Today (Nov 6)

Emmanuel Hall, 7.30 p.m. after First
Friday Prayer and Praise

Church Planting

Informational Meeting

Please note that there will be an
informational meeting on November

13th at 0930 in the Children’s Church
room.

Phone:
(04) 884 6623
Email: info@uccdubai.com

UNITED CHRISTIAN http://luccdubai.com
CHURCH of DUBAI

November Calendar

Nov 5 2009, Thursday

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study on
Galatians

7:00 pm Oasis Youth Ministry

Nov 6 2009, Friday

8:00 & 10:30 UCCD church
gathering

9:30-10:30 Friday Foundations
6:00 pm First Friday Prayer &
Praise

7.30 pm Members’ Meeting

Nov 12, 2009, Thursday
7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study on
Galatians.

7:00 pm Oasis Youth Ministry

Nov 13 2009, Friday

8:00 & 10:30 UCCD church
gathering

9:30-10:30 Friday Foundations
9.30-10.30 Informational Meeting

Nov 18 2009, Wednesday
7:30 Young Adults Ministry

Nov 19, 2009, Thursday
7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study
7:00 pm Oasis Youth Ministry

Nov 20 2009, Friday
8:00 & 10:30 UCCD church

gathering
9:30-10:30 Friday Foundations

Nov 26, 2009, Thursday
7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study
7:00 pm Oasis Youth Ministry

Nov 27 2009, Friday

8:00 & 10:30 UCCD church
gathering

9:30-10:30 Friday Foundations
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