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Church Discipline: A Ministry of the
Church Displaying ChristOs Love

By fim Fox, UCCD Elder

‘Membership’ and ‘Church Discipline’ are terms
that you will not explicitly find in your Bible,
but are very important practices in the life of the
church. While the purpose of this article is to
present the purpose and practice of church
discipline, it is so connected with church
membership that we will first review the latter’s
importance first.

MEMBERSHIP: A NEW TESTAMENT
REALITY

The emphasis on membership does not imply
that non-members are unbelievers, or “second-
class” Christians. However, we believe that
Christians in Dubai can more fully live out their
Christian identity as members of a local
congregation. An individual believer’s
membership in a specific assembly or
congregation of the universal body of Christ is
impliedin the New Testament.

THE CHURCH IS LOCAL

Believers coming from diverse nations,
backgrounds, and cultures, often find an
immediate connection with one another because
we are part of the universal body of Christ.

However, the invisible bonds created by the
Holy Spirit that make us the body of Christ
become visible in local community. The Greek
word translated ‘church’ in our English Bibles is
ekklesiaand means “assembly” which implies
literally gathering together. The majority of the
New Testament uses of ekklesiarefer to the
concrete sense of a specific assembly in a home
or city or the actual gathering together of an
assembly. We can only live outthe reality of our
being part of the universal body of Christ in a
gathered instance of it.

WE ARE MEMBERS OF CHRIST AND
ONE ANOTHER

Paul writes in his beautiful illustration of our
identity as the body of Christ in 1 Corinthians
12, “Now you are the body of Christ and
individually members of it” (verse 27). This is a
result of our being baptized into Christ by the
Holy Spirit (verse 13). The exercise of our
diverse gifts for building up one another for the
common good (verse 7) only becomes visible
when believers identify themselves with each
other for this purpose. Paul wrote this to the
believers of the existing congregation at Corinth
for its application with each other The apostle
also wrote to the believers in Rome, “so we,
though many, are one body in Christ, and
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individually members one of another” (Romans
12:5). As you can see, although the word
‘membership’ is not the New Testament, we are
members of Christ, and are to live this out with
one another in practical, visible, local ways.

OUR FAITH IS MOST VISIBLE AMONG
THOSE MEMBERS WHO MAKE UP OONE
ANOTHERO

Jesus taught that the evidence that we are his
disciples is our love for one another (John 13:34,
35). This is not manifest in a generic love for “all
believers” of the universal body of Christ. It is
very easy to love all believers when you are free
from close relationships with any of them! In
the passage previously mentioned, Paul taught
that diversely gifted believers should respect one
another and function together so “the members
may have the same care for one another. If one
member suffers, all suffer together; if one
member is honored, all rejoice together” (1
Corinthians 12:25-26). This and the numerous
other “one another” commands in the New
Testament find their application only when we
know who are the members who are the
“another”. Our Church Covenant provides a
vehicle for clarifying our commitments to one
another, while by no means restricting the scope
only to other members.

KNOWING WHO IS OINO THE
CONGREGATION IS APRACTICAL
NECESSITY

When the apostles first directed the believers in
Jerusalem to select godly men to serve the
church (Acts 6:3), participation in this process
was no doubt restricted to those known to be
among the congregation. It was not open to
anyone. The most compelling necessity for
explicit church membership is the practice of
church discipline, discussed later in this article.

Footnotes:

A list of members (such as our directory) can aid
in identifying those to whom we owe the
obligations of “one another” ministry. The New
Testament has examples of lists to track
categories of people. Paul referred to “the list of
widows” (1 Timothy 5:9) which enabled the
church to know which widows qualified to
receive financial assistance from the
congregation. God himself maintains a master
list: “If anyone’s name was not found written in
the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of
fire” (Revelation 20:15; see also Luke 10:20).

EXPLICIT CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
HELPS US TO FUNCTION AS THE
CHURCH

There are several factors why it would have been
easier for the early church to know who was a
believing and functioning member of a local
body without a membership process such as we
use today. Firstly, entrance into the faith and
into the church occurred at the same time and
was made visible by baptism. Baptism pictures
our unity with Christ and his death and
resurrection (Romans 6:3-4), as well as the
baptism by the Holy Spirit into the body of
Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13). It would be
difficult to argue that the apostles accepted
anything besides baptism as a credible
profession of being a follower of Jesus. It is very
likely that the leaders and congregation in a
locale had even witnessedhe baptism of its
members, but how many of the baptisms of the
members of our church did you witness?!
Secondly, the social acceptability of church
attendance means that someone can gather with
believers for a variety of reasons, none of which
may be true faith or commitment to the saints.
In the early church or other settings where
association with the church leads to persecution,

' Not to imply that baptism is into a specific congregation, but it does picture incorporation into the body of Christ
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only the committed would find themselves in  church discipline is always the repentance of
the congregation. We cannot presume that the sinning offender and their restoration to
presence in our worship means commitment to fellowship with Christ and the body.

Christ and one another. Thirdly, the mobility

of modern society and the multitude of THE AIM OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE IS
churches in a single locale lead to movement ~ THE GLORY OF GOD IN THE

between churches. How does a congregation =~ HOLINESS OF THE CHURCH

know whether a believer worshiping among The church is the body of Christ, the fullness
them is visiting, still “checking them out” or of him who fills all in all (Ephesians 1:23).

has decided to commit themselves to the The church is the household of God, a holy
believers and leadership of the congregation?  temple in the Lord in which God dwells by his
During the apostolic period, it appears that Spirit (Ephesians 2:19-22). The church is the

there were not multiple disconnected bride of Christ, whom Christ is washing with
congregations in a single locale. Some of his word that we might be holy and blameless
Paul’s letters even served as a means to without any blemish (Ephesians 5:25-27).
introduce its bearer to a new congregation However, when believers walk in
(Philippians 2:25, 29; Philemon 10-12). disobedience, they bring discredit to Christ

Finally, the larger a congregation becomes, the and give unbelievers cause to malign the Word

more difficult it becomes for people to know  of God (Titus 2:5, 8, 10; Romans 2:24).

to whom they are responsible to live out the Having called us out from the world as a holy

one-another commands, and for the elders to  people for his own possession, God displays

know who comprises the flock of God which  the glory of his grace not only in our

the they are charged to shepherd and give an  justification, but also in sanctifying us.

account to God (1 Peter 5:2; Hebrews 13:17).  Believers still sin, but God is glorified when
we confess our sins, repent, and seek his

CHURCH DISCIPLINE: A MINISTRY mercy on the basis of the blood of Christ.
OF THE CHURCH DISPLAYING Church discipline is not for the imperfect. It is
CHRISTOS LOVE for the unrepentant.

‘Church discipline’ is another term not found

explicitly in the New Testament but refers toa MATTERS WORTHY OF CHURCH
process clearly taught by Jesus and the DISCIPLINE

apostles, whereby the church is an instrument ~ The ongoing presence of sin within the church
for Christ to chasten, or discipline one of his  is evident in the numerous New Testament
children. Jesus told the church in Laodicea, passages which instruct us on how to deal with
“Those whom I love, I rebuke and discipline.  conflicts and sin. The following list
Therefore, be earnest and repent” (Revelation  categorizes offenses mentioned in the Bible
3:19). In the same way that our service to one  which the church cannot ignore if we are to
another makes the love of Christ visible in the truly be concerned for the reputation of Christ

church and to the world, so our practice of in his body.?

church discipline manifests the love of Christ 1) Matters of personal conduct and lifestyle
and his jealousy for the affections of his a) Lying to and testing the Holy Spirit,
people (Revelation 2:4). The purpose in hypocrisy (Acts 5:1-11).

carrying out any of the necessary steps of

2 From a “What We Teach” statement by the elders of Faith Bible Church on Church Discipline
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b) Sexual immorality, greed, idolatry,
slander, drunkenness, swindling (1 Cor.
5:1-13).

c) Idleness, busybodies (1 Thess. 5:14; 2
Thess. 3:6, 11-13).

2) Unresolved interpersonal issues (Matt.

18:17).

3) Matters of church conduct

a) Divisiveness, upsetting the faith of some
(Rom. 16:17-18; Titus 3:9-11).

b) Hypocrisy, leading others astray (Gal.
2:11-14).

c) False teaching (Titus 1:10-16; Rev.
2:14-16, 20; 2 John 9-11).

d) Insubordination (Titus 1:10-11,16).

e) Blasphemy (1 Timothy 1:20).

4) Matters of belief, doctrine (James 5:19-20).

5) Sin in general: disobedience to Scripture
(Gal. 6:1-2; 2 Thess. 3:6, 14-15; James
5:19-20).

CHURCH DISCIPLINE IS APROCESS,
NOT AN EVENT

As mentioned above, church discipline is not for
the imperfect, but for the unrepentant. The need
for correctivechurch discipline is normally
averted in our lives through personal repentance
initiated by the Holy Spirit’s conviction or in
response to the Word in our lives. Because of
our own pride and the deceitfulness of sin, we
sometimes need the caring reproof of a brother
or sister (Galatians 6:1). UCCD leadership
encourages accountability relationships in the
church to encourage one another so we won’t be
hardened by sin’s deceitfulness (Hebrews
3:12-13). When the matter is an issue of
interpersonal conflict, the Bible teaches us to
take the initiative at reconciliation, no matter
whether we are the offending (Matthew 5:23-24)
or the offended party (Matthew 18:15; Luke
17:3-4). A momentary, uncharacteristic lapse
into sin where there is genuine grief and

repentance ends the process and the church and
its leadership need not be involved.

When the situation is a case of more wilful
disobedience, over a longer duration, or with
unclear repentance, then we follow the pattern
described by Jesus in Matthew 18:15-17:

15 “If your brother sins against you, go
and show him his fault, just between the
two of you. If he listens to you, you have
won your brother over. 16 But if he will
not listen, take one or two others along,
so that ‘every matter may be established
by the testimony of two or three
witnesses.” 17 If he refuses to listen to
them, tell it to the church; and if he
refuses to listen even to the church, treat
him as you would a pagan or a tax
collector” .

The first step (verse 15) as already mentioned is
private reproof. Listening implies
understanding. There are always two sides to
perception and initiating brother® must ensure
that his reproof is grounded in fact, corrects a
biblical offense, and is not based upon
misunderstanding. More than one meeting may
be required to ensure that the erring brother
understands what evidence of repentance is
sought.

The second steverse 16) adds witnesses to the
discussion if you are unable to win your brother
over. Note that these are not people who
witnessed the offense, but who come to witness
the response of the offender. They are presumed
to participate in the conversation, clarifying the
biblical standard that has been breached and
what change of heart is expected.

The witnesses need not be leaders but should
have at least enough spiritual maturity to be
seeking the good of the offender (Galatians 6:1).

3 For brevity and simplicity, I am using "brother" but of course the process applies equally to sisters!
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The third step (verse 17) begins when the
offender refuses to listen to the two or three, and
indicates the end of informal attempts at seeking
repentance. We are instructed to “tell it to the
church.” As the elders shepherd the flock, and
would desire to protect the flock from
sensationalism or gossip that might result from a
personal conflict that has simply gone out of
hand, they should be involved before the matter
is made public. After verifying that the matter
has been properly handled to this point and
seeking to extend their care to the offender, it
would be appropriate for the elders to warn the
offender of the consequences of remaining
unrepentant (1 Thessalonians 5:14; 2
Thessalonians 3:15; 2 Timothy 2:14; Titus 3:10),
before informing the congregation. Note that
publicly obvious and scandalous behavior such
as that addressed in 1 Corinthians 5:1 (“A man
has his father’s wife”), require little effort to
ascertain whether the offender is repentant.

The church as a whole mustbecome involved in
the discipline, because the reputation and
holiness of the entire congregation are threatened
by the stubborn unrepentance of one of its
members. Before the final step, the offender has
opportunity to listen to the church, as his
brothers and sisters implore him to repent. It is
inappropriate for a believer who is under public
discipline to participate in the Lord’s Supper and
enjoy light-hearted fellowship with others, as if
nothing were wrong.

The final step(verse 17) of the process of
church discipline expresses the ultimate
authority of the church: excluding one from their
midst and treating them according to their
behavior, as an unbeliever. Paul gives
instruction in 1 Corinthians 5:9-13 on what this
means, and how it differs from the way we treat
other unbelievers:

9 “I have written you in my letter not to
associate with sexually immoral people
10— not at all meaning the people of this
world who are immoral, or the greedy
and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case
you would have to leave this world.

11 But now I am writing you that you
must not associate with anyone who calls
himself a brotherbut is sexually
immoral or greedy, an idolater or a
slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With
such a man_do not even eat. 12 What
business is it of mine to judge those
outside the church? Are you not to judge
those inside? 13 God will judge those
outside. “Expel the wicked man from
among you.”

This is a sad step. An active member of a church
will likely have friends. The decision of the
congregation to remove one of its members
(often called “ex-communication” which means
to remove from communion), affects everyone,
particularly those close to the person being
disciplined, “with such a man do not even eat.”

When we carry out church discipline you can
expect accusations that we are being judgmental,
supported by taking Jesus’ teaching in Matthew
7:1-5, “Do not judge...,” out of context. “Are
you notto judge those inside? God will judge
those outside.” The process of church discipline
provides an opportunity for God to work in all of
us as we remove the logs from our own eye
while helping the offending brother see the speck
in his own eye, if he is willing. Another
accusation will be that we are unloving. Once
again we must remember that our motive is that
of Christ’s, “Those whom I love, I rebuke and
discipline. Therefore, be earnest and

repent” (Revelation 3:19). Throughout the

process, at any step, the church stands ready to
recognize repentance and restore the offender to
fellowship. All involved pray earnestly that God
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may bring about godly sorrow, leading to
repentance&?2 Corinthians 7:10).

CHURCH DISCIPLINE PRESUMES
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

In the practice of church discipline, the
congregation and the elders exercise the
authority symbolized by the ‘keys’ that Christ
has given to the church (Matthew 16:19),
whereby we recognize those who have come
‘inside’ and those who are put ‘outside.” The
reason this article on church discipline began
with a review of the basis for membership, is
that such discipline is only practical if the
congregation knows who belongs to it and is
therefore potentially subject to discipline.

Paul’s letters to Corinth addressed a scandalous
case of sexual sin by a member of the
congregation “It is actually reported that there is
sexual sin among you (1 Corinthians 5:1). For
the Corinthians to care for one of their own
caught in sin, they had to know who belonged to
them, who was “among them.” The kind of

immorality was so scandalous that Paul expected

the congregation to act as the instrument of
Christ’s discipline: “Shouldn’t you rather have
been filled with grief and have put out of your

which together seeks to call the person to
repentance, and if there is none, must together
treat the “so-called brother” as an unbeliever,
though not socializing with them.

CONCLUSION

The church is the body of Christ, and though
comprised of sinners saved by grace, is to
display God’s holiness as we are transformed
from glory to glory (2 Corinthians 3:18). The
New Testament instructs us on how we can help
one another in this process of sanctification.
Expressing the love of Christ and out of concern
for his reputation in his body, the church is to
discipline the brother or sister who, no longer
acting like a believer, refuses to repent in spite of
repeated reproofs. No one should relish the
occasion of church discipline, but we do well to
head this warning of John Dagg, “When
discipline leaves the church, Christ goes with it.”

fellowship the man who did this?” (1 Corinthians
5:2) How could the Corinthians have put the
man out of their fellowship, if he wasn®t already
understood by all to have beentheir
fellowship?By the time Paul had written his
second letter to Corinth, the church had carried
out discipline, with good effect. Paul wrote,
“The punishment inflicted on him by the
majority is sufficient for him. Now instead, you
ought to forgive and comfort him” (2

Corinthians 2:6, 7). Paul and the leaders of
Corinth must have known who comprised the
congregation of Corinth, such that they could
identify its majority. This example from Corinth
also highlights that the elders cannot discipline,
it is the congregation (or at least its majority)
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A Healthy Church Member Seeks
Discipline

By Thabiti Anyabwile

Life needs to be ordered. !atOs a simple truth td%hat Is Discipline? o
o"en forgotten or overlooked. In order to thrive Today, when people hear the word discipline,

and grow, all life needs order. they most likely think negative forms of
punishment, like spanking a rebellious child. To
Chaos, then, is the enemy of growth. many, discipline sounds harsh, something to be

Disorganization, sloppiness, and inattention ~ avoided or something that only unkind or
generally introduce the kind of instability that unmerciful people pursue. For others, it sounds
weakens rather than strengthens. Where therergstrictive of freedom and joy. To be sure,

no order there will likely be little in the discipline is not always a pleasant experience.
environment that sustains and nourishes. Life 'e writer in Hebrews makes this point: OFor the
needs to be ordered. moment all discipline seems painful rather than

pleasantO (Heb. 12:11).
Your married couples discover this when God
gives them children. !leir live up to this point But actually, the word discipline has a much
may have been characterized by a Ofootloose bmder and more posmve meaning than
fancy freeO attitude, but they soon realize that @unpleasant punishmentO Discipline and disciple
order to properly care for and raise a child theyShaI’e the same Latin root and are tied closely to
will need to maintain a certain amount of orderthe idea of education and order. !e disciple is a
Sleep and feeding routines must be establishegtudent, one who participates in a certain
Small and dangerous objects must be removedliscipline, who learns a profession, or who
Outlets must be covered. Diaper changes, batfgsters a body of thought. Such a person has his
fresh clothing all must be provided at the right or her life ordered under or by the rules of a
times. Order must reign if growth is to occur. trade. So, professional athletes abide by the rules
[t®s a fact of life. of their sports. Psychology professors dedicate
themselves to this or that school of thought.
Well, order is also necessary in spiritual matter®octors adhere to the principles of the American
Without the proper establishment of routines, Medical Association or the Hippocratic Oath.
boundaries, and patterns; thriving spiritually ~ All of these are disciples of and disciplined by the
most likely will not occur or will be haphazard drinciples of their #eld.

best. Another word for the order needed to grow
spiritual isdiscipline. le same is true with the church. 'e churchis a

place where everything in the gathered services
should Obe done decently and in orderO (1 Cor.
14:40). 'at order is necessary for edi#cation.
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And discipline is necessary in the lives of standards and oaths of their profession;
individual believers as wéllJay Adams Christians are shaped and governed by the Word
summarized the connection between orderly of God.
discipline, learning, and the Christian life well:
OWhen we are baptized into the church, we Likewise, when Paul refers to the Scriptures as
thereby matriculate into Chris€ahool. len, pro#table Ofor reproof, for correctionO he is
for the rest of our earthly life, we are to be taugescribing how the Word of God confronts us
(not facts alone, but also) to obey the commandad turns us away from error to righteousness.
of Christ. lis is education with force, educationlis is corrective discipline.
backed up by the discipline of good order that is
necessary for learning to take place O le vast majority of discipline in any church will
be positive or formative discipline as people grow
So discipline is about education and learning, from the preached Word, as they study the
order and growth. It is discipline in the life of th&criptures in personal devotion and as they are
congregation and the healthy church member shaped by fellowship and encouragement from
that provides an atmosphere for growth and  brethren in Christ. But from time to time a
development. It leads to the rare polished jewddrother or sister will indulge in sin and need
of Christlikeness. loving reproof or correction from other members
of the church who are committed to the welfare
What Does Discipline Look Like in the Life ofa  of his or her soul. Moreover, the Scriptures
Healthy Church Member? address various situations requiring correction.
Two forms of discipline occur in the life of Our Lord Jesus outlines a process for corrective
healthy congregations and church members. discipline in cases where one brother sins against
Both of these approaches to discipline have thainother (Matt. 18:15-17). 'e apostle Paul
origin in the Word of God, and, in fact, are two exhorted the Corinthian church to confront and
ways of understanding the purpose and e$ect ekpel from membership a brother taken in

GodGOs Word in the life of his people. scandalous sexual sin (1 Corinthians 5). And not
. only is the churchOs correction necessary for the
le apostle writes in 2 Timothy 3:16, OAll Oreally badO sins like sexual immorality, but even

Scripture is breathed out by God and pro#tablehe seemingly more mundane, disorderly sins
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for such as laziness and false teaching warrant
training in righteousness.O correction (2 'ess. 3:6, 11; Titus 3:10).
No one lives an entire life without the need of
In other words, the Scripture, which is Obreathdicipline, whether positive or corrective. So the
outO or inspired by God, has two general healthy church member embraces discipline as
purposesformative discipline andcorrective one means of grace in the Christian life.
discipline. WWhen Paul writes that the Scripture is
Opro#table for teaching® and Ofor training in  How Do We Joyfully Seek Discipline?
righteousness,O he is describing positive or  le topic of church discipline may be new to
formative discipline. you. Or maybe the topic isnOt new, but the
practice of discipline in your local church may be
Formative discipline refers to how Scripture  quite new or nonexistent. Some people will have
shapes and molds the Christian as he or she to simultaneously grow in their understanding of
imbibes its teaching and is trained to live for this important topic, confront fears or wrong
God. While medical doctors are governed by thmpressions, and contribute to their churchOs

Footnotes:

1 See, for example, 1 Thess. 4:22 and 2 Thess. 3:6, 11.
2 Jay Adams, Handbook on Church Discipline: a Right and Privilege of Every Church Member (Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 1974), 16.
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health. What follows are a few suggestions for combative, as though we demand

cultivating a desire for both positive and someone to Oprove it to YsO?

corrective discipline so that we might be healthy ¢ Do we tend to judge other philosophies

members of our churches. and viewpoints by the Scripture, or do we
try to either reconcile or judge the

RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD WITH Scripture by other philosophies and

MEEKNESS views?

James calls Christians to Oput away all #lthines®eceiving the Word with meekness means
and rampant wickedness and receive with accepting the Bible by faith, with a friendly and
meekness the implanted word, which is able tosubmissive heart, and with the testimony of
save your souls (James 1:21). Implicit in JameS0slOs Spirit. Speci#cally, we adbediact that
instruction is a distinction between an ungodly the Bible is true, that itOs the only su&cient
life of #lthiness and wickedness and the authority for shaping our lives, and that it must
Christlike life of humility or meekness. govern how we feel and think. By doing so, the
Christians should receive the Word of God witthealthy church member prepares himself for the
meekness. lat is, in the preaching of the God@dsrmative discipline of ChristOs church.
Word and in Bible study, Christians should
remain lowly and gentle before the Scripture, LEARN TO RECOGNIZE CHASTISEMENT
acknowledging it as the source of salvation and\S EVIDENCE OF GODOS LOVE
instruction in godly living. As we come to the If you are troubled by the perception that church
Scripture, we are to do so as people knowing aiscipline is unkind or unloving, consider the
sinful nature, our spiritual poverty before God, fact that the Bible tells us that God himself is a
and our need for the molding in%uence of Godpving Father who disciplines his children: OMy
which comes normally by his Word. son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the
Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. For
How can we know if we are receiving GodOs WhelLord disciplines the one he loves, and
with meekness? Perhaps the following questictisastises every son whom he receivesO (Heb.
will help: 12:5-6).
* As we read the Bible, are we reading
information only or with faith that God Receiving discipline at the hand of God is
actually speaks through his Word? evidence of his love for us. Wherever he reproves
* When we hear the Word preached, are wad chastises us, we can be certain that he is
generally looking to have a need met (fdreating us as a father would treat a son.
example, to be entertained or to gather Discipline is an act of love, not of vengeance or
some practical advice) or are we hatred. !e writer in Hebrews goes on to state,
primarily desiring to understand the Olt is for discipline that you have to endure. God
original meaning of the text and apply itis treating you as sons. For what son is there
to our lives? whom his father does not discipline?0 (Heb 12:7).
* Is our #rst reaction to the Scripture Ohow
does this make me feel?0 or Odo | accefatd what is the goal of this loving FatherOs
this as true?0 Do we allow our feelings discipline? He does it that we might Obe subject
determine whatOs true, or do we allow tteethe Father of spirits and liveO and Oshare his
Scriptures to determine our feelings? holinessO (Heb 12:9-10). In love, the Father is
* Is our listening posture during sermons protecting our lives and conforming us to his
of Scripture readings defensive or holiness as he corrects and chastises us. A

3 C.J. Mahaney, Living the Cross Centered Life: Keeping the Gospel the Main Thing (Sisters, OR: Multnomah,
2006). See chap. 2.

* This was the attitude of the ungodly in Romans 1:18, 21 who “suppress the truth” and “did not honor his as
God or give thanks to him.”
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healthy church member recognizes this TAKE SERIOUSLY OUR RESPONSIBILITY
chastisement as one and accepts it as one souF€eDISCIPLINE OTHERS
of assurance, since those who are not so chasfisedrth way we may cultivate a healthy desire
are Oillegitimate children and not sonsO (Heb for godly discipline is to take seriously our
12:8). responsibility to care for others in this way.
HereOs another line in a typical church covenant
HUMBLY ACCEPT CORRECTION FROM that addresses this responsibility: OWe will work
OTHERS together for the continuance of a faithful
Not only do healthy church members accept thevangelical ministry in this church, as we sustain
LordOs chastisement, but they humbly accept its worship, ordinances, discipline, and
correction from others. ley recognize that doctrinesO It is a basic responsibility and
o"en the LordOs correction comes through otherivilege of every church member to help sustain
members in the church, saints who care enoughe discipline of the local church. lis is why the
not only to encourage in good times but to classic passages, such as Matthew 18 and 1
confront and correct when necessary. HealthyCorinthians 5, dealing with unrepentant sin
church members agree that Obetter is open  conclude with a #nal and decisive action by the
rebuke than hidden love. Faithful are the woundsngregatior?. But not only does correction
of a friendO (Prov. 27:5-6). belong to the congregation as a whole; it begins
as each individual is proactive in love and seeks
Many churches that take membership seriouslyo restore those who are caught in&in.
ask new members to review, support, and
sometimes sign their churchOs covenant. A DONOT FORGET TO REJOICE!
church covenant is a document that brie%y It may be easy to think of church discipline only
summarizes the commitment church membersin terms of the grief and sorrow that accompany
make before the Lord and to each other to livesin and the loss of a brother or sister. And such
out the Christian faith in a manner ordered by grief has its place (Matt. 5:4; 1 Cor. 5:2). But the
Scripture. entire process of discipline, from the formative
work of the Word to the corrective work of the
One of my favorite lines in a typical church ~ church in sometimes removing an unrepentant
covenant addresses this important issue of  member, should be undertaken with hope and
accepting love and correction from others: the goal of repentance that leads to rejoicing and
comfort (2 Cor. 2:6). We are endeavoring to win
We will walk together in brotherly love, asour brothers and sisters to the truth (James
becomes the members of a Christian ~ 5:19-20), and when that happens we are to rejoice
Church, exercise an a$ectionate care anglong with the courts of heaven. Perhaps nothing
watchfulness over each other and faithfuliy quite as sweet as seeing a person who is
admonish and entreat one another as  deceived and being destroyed by sin break free
occasion may require. from sinOs merciless grip and discover afresh the
freedom and forgiveness of our merciful Savior.
OFools despise wisdom and instructionO (ProAs healthy church members endeavoring to
1:7), but it is the nature of true godliness, strengthen our churches, we can participate in
maturity, and health in church members to the discipline of the church with joy and faith,
accept the loving instruction and rebuke of  knowing that or loving Father graciously and
others. faithfully corrects those whom he loves. ItOs our

5 See Matthew 18:17 and 1 Cor. 5:4-5.
6 See, for example, Matt. 18:15 and Gal. 6:1.
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delight to see the tracings of GodOs handiwork
displayed in the growth, repentance, and
restoration or those who receive the grace of
discipline.

CONCLUSION

It is impossible for members of a church to care
e$ectively for each other if only a few people own
the responsibility of correcting or instructing
brothers or sisters in need of it. If members donOt
give themselves to serving others by teaching the
Word in Sunday school or leading small groups,

if members shy away from getting to know one
another so that there is no context for

meaningful fellowship, then neither positive nor
corrective discipline will occur. !e house of

God will be inadequately ordered, his children
poorly taught, and the witness of the church
tarnished by unrepentant and uncorrected sin.
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FRIDAY FOUNDATIONS

9:30-10:20 am
Classes offered:

1. God’s Big Picture: Tracing the Storyline
of the Bible (Sept 4- Nov 6). Led by: Ken
Harman & Dave Furman.

2. How People Change (Sept 4- Nov 20). Led
by Jeremy Yong, Richard Ngwisha, and Theo
Aryee

The Scandal of the Cross
Conference with D. A. Carson

D. A. Carson is one of the foremost NT
scholars and he will be here from Oct 16 - 17
as speaker for this conference and will also
be preaching at the Friday morning services.

When: Oct 16 -5.30 p.m./ Oct 17 - 8.30 a.m.
Where: Emmanuel Hall

Register at

http://uccdubai.com/scandal

Phone:
(04) 884 6623
Email: info@uccdubai.com

UNITED CHRISTIAN http://luccdubai.com
CHURCH of DUBAI

October Calendar

Oct I, 2009, Thursday

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study on
Galatians

8:00 pm Surge Mission Report

Oct 2 2009, Friday

8:00 & 10:30 UCCD church gathering
9:30-10:30 Friday Foundations

6:00 pm First Friday Prayer & Praise

Oct 7 2009, Wednesday
7:30 Young Adults Ministry

Oct 8, 2009, Thursday

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study on
Galatians.

7:00 pm Oasis Youth Ministry

Oct 9 2009, Friday
8:00 & 10:30 UCCD church gathering
9:30-10:30 Friday Foundations

Oct 15, 2009, Thursday
7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study
7:00 pm Oasis Youth Ministry

Oct 16 2009, Friday
8:00 & 10:30 UCCD church gathering
9:30-10:30 Friday Foundations

Oct 16 2009, Friday
5:30 pm Scandal of the Cross
Conference with D.A. Carson

Oct 17 2009, Saturday
8:30 am Scandal of the Cross
Conference with D.A. Carson

Oct 22, 2009, Thursday
7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study
7:00 pm Oasis Youth Ministry

Oct 23 2009, Friday
8:00 & 10:30 UCCD church gathering
9:30-10:30 Friday Foundations

Oct 29, 2009, Thursday

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study on
Galatians

7:00 pm Oasis Youth Ministry

Oct 30 2009, Friday
8:00 & 10:30 UCCD church gathering
9:30-10:30 Friday Foundations
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