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Leadership & Family Vacations

attitude and leadership prior to and

CF Mabaney is President of Sovereign. during the vacation

Grace Ministries.

Some fathers charge into a vacation at a
place like Disney World committed to
visiting every venue, seeing every show;
and experiencing every ride. Every
moment and detail has been planned
with military precision as the father
leads his wife and children on the long-
awaited mission. But by noon the first
day, the family has spent most of the
morning standing in long lines growing
more sunburned by the minute. The
children are tired, cranky, and hungry:.
And the father has been passing his
time while standing in line reflecting on
the serious chunk of his salary he
invested in this forgettable experience.
And he is not smiling.

You've probably seen the Walt Disney
World brochure, the one where the
family is capped with Mickey Mouse
ears, standing for a photo op with the
Cinderella Castle rising in the
background skyline and exploding
fireworks raining down to celebrate the
conclusion of a fun-filled day. Huge
smiles are present on each face. But if
you've ever been to Disney you know
that this family can be hard to find.
Many of the families at Disney appear
quite different than what you see on the
brochure.

What does your family look like on

vacation?
Other fathers choose less trendy

vacation spots. This is no Disney dad.
No way! This father takes his family to
the lake or the beach. There are no
lines here. Here the days will pass

What a family looks like—what a
family experiences on a vacation—is

largely determined by the father’s
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slowly and predictably. And if he’s not
careful and purposeful, this father can
wrongly assume that location alone
guarantees a wonderful and memorable
vacation. It’s possible for this father to
view the family vacation as a peaceful
and beautiful context where he can
primarily rest and relax with little
required of him. His wife and children
desire his leadership during this time
but rarely experience it. And they are
not smiling.

Here’s what I've learned. The difference
between forgettable vacations and
unforgettable vacations is not the
location or attractions. Nope. The
difference between forgettable and
unforgettable vacations is the father’s
attitude and leadership. This makes all
the difference.

Family vacations provide a unique
opportunity each year for fathers to
create memories their children will
never forget. Memories that will last a
lifetime. Memories that will be
recreated by your children with your
grandchildren. Memories that will
outlive a father. But in order to create
these memories, a father must be
diligent to serve and lead during a
vacation. How a father views his role on
a vacation will make all the difference in
the vacation.

So in this season where family vacations
are being carefully planned and eagerly
anticipated, I thought it might be
helpful if I passed along seven lessons
I've learned over the years, in hopes

that your family vacation will be a God-
glorifying, grace-filled, relationship-
building, memory-making time
together.

Outline

1. A Servant Heart

2. A Tone-Setting Attitude

3. An Awareness of Indwelling Sin
4. Studying Your Family

5. Skillful Surprises

6. Intentionally Together

7. Gratefulness to God

On to the first lesson.
1. A Servant Heart

Husbands are called by God to serve
and lead. But we are all vulnerable to
viewing the family vacation as a well-
earned time away from work where we
can rest and relax! But this attitude and
approach to a vacation normally reveals
a self-centeredness that does not please
God or serve our families. Actually,
God-glorifying, grace-filled,
relationship-building, memory-making
vacations are not supposed to be a
vacation for the father. Instead of
simply resting and relaxing the father
has the privilege of serving, leading,
planning, initiating and working.

And you will know you are serving and
leading effectively on your vacation
when you fall into bed at night more
exhausted than at the end of the most
grueling day of work. The father must

enter family vacations committed to
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serve, lead, plan, initiate, and work, and
do all this with joy. This isn’t your time
to rest. Only your wife deserves to rest
on vacation (because no one works
harder than she does the rest of the
year).

But for the husband, vacations are a
unique opportunity to serve and lead
and work harder in some ways than he
does during the normal work week. But
this kind of work is a pure joy like no
other work.

2. A'Tone-Setting Attitude

The father’s attitude is the difference
maker between a forgettable and
unforgettable vacation. The attitude of
the father transcends the vacation
location each and every time. And on
vacation your children are carefully
studying and monitoring your attitude.
The father’s attitude is the tone setter,
and a father who lacks joy and
gratefulness will infect the entire
vacation. No vacation spots in all the
AAA literature will compensate for the
sinful attitude of the father in coloring
the entire vacation.

Children may be temporarily distracted
by the venue, but ultimately the
memory of that vacation will be
associated with the father’s joy,
gratefulness, generosity, and service, or
with his irritation, frustration, and
anger.

And there is no vacation from the
gospel. No successful family vacation is
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possible without the gospel and being
reminded of its implications. Our joy,
gratefulness, generosity, and service are
all informed and inspired by the gospel.

Vacations provide unhurried periods of
time where in the shadow of the cross a
husband/father realizes afresh that he is
doing much better than he deserves.
Instead of wrath and hell God has been
merciful and kind, pouring out his
wrath on his Son so that sinners like
you and me could experience
forgiveness, justification, redemption,
reconciliation, and adoption.

And because of the cross, evidences of
grace abound in our lives, beginning in
our families. We should be specifically
grateful to God for each member of our
family and express this gratefulness to
them. Vacations are opportunities to
discern and celebrate these unique gifts
from God that we don’t deserve.

No one should be happier on vacation
than we are. During our vacation our
children should repeatedly observe us
smiling and laughing, and throughout
the vacation they should be the objects
of our affection and appreciation.

Your attitude on family vacation will be
changed when you perceive the
graciousness of God that surrounds you
in the form of your family.

3. An Awareness of Indwelling Sin

Don’t forget about indwelling sin.
Though you are going on vacation, you
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would be wise to remember that sin
never does. Merely altering one’s
geography doesn’t subdue or silence sin.
We are deceived if we think that a mere
change in location or finding an idyllic
setting will somehow suspend the active
nature of sin. Actually sin can be quite
active on a vacation, intent on ruining it.
If the husband is not prepared for sin
and temptation, he and his family will be
more vulnerable to sin and temptation.

A wise husband begins by anticipating
how and where he will be tempted by sin
on vacation. Ponder in advance your
existing sin patterns and potential
temptations on this vacation, and
prepare in advance for those
temptations.

And by all means include your wife in
this process prior to vacation, and ask for
her observations and correction on the
vacation. Countless times on vacation
Carolyn has protected me from sin with
her counsel, correction, and
encouragement. Gentlemen, it’s not
whether you will be tempted to sin on
vacation, it’s how and when you will be
tempted to sin. Prepare now for that
moment so that by God’s grace you will
not be deceived by temptation and sin.

And prepare your children for their
unique temptations. Review with your
children the temptation and tendency to
be selfish or complain with specific
instructions of how and when this could
take place. Prepare them with
appropriate passages from Scripture for
their conflict with sin. And most

important, prepare them for
opportunities to serve and express
gratefulness (particularly to mom)
throughout the vacation. Make sure they
understand that we are not taking a
vacation from the joyful cultivation of
godliness.

4. Studying Your Family

Determine in advance how to most
effectively serve your family on vacation.
Personally, my idea of a great vacation is
nonstop activity. I love doing stuff. I
don’t view resting or the cessation of
activity as restful or refreshing. Nope. I
want to be attacking life each day and
doing something every moment of each
day of vacation. That’s what I want to do
on vacation. But I've learned that this
approach to life and vacations is not
shared by my wife and daughters
(although I am glad to say it is by my
son!).

Years ago our vacations were
characterized by careful planning and
maximum activity each day. Wherever
we were there was stuff to do and we
were going to do it all! And I expected
my family would love it all and enjoy it
all and at the end of each day they would
effusively express their gratefulness and
acknowledge that no one presently on
earth or ever in history planned and led
more effective vacations than I did. But
it didn’t work out that way.

Though it has been a number of years, I
vividly remember one particular vacation
when my wife wisely approached me
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asking if it would be possible to rest at
some point during the vacation.
Though I was perplexed why anyone
would want to rest on vacation, I
listened, and by God’s grace learned
how to more effectively serve my family
on vacation. I realized that my planning
for our vacation was largely informed by
my preferences, not the preferences of
my wife and children. That
conversation with Carolyn has made a
difference in my vacation planning.

And since that conversation, it has been
my practice to meet with my family
prior to vacation and find out from
each of them what they would like to
do on our vacation so I can create a
context for the fulfillment of all they
desire if at all possible. And so, we don’t
do as much as we once did on vacation,
but I'm happy to report, I am more
effectively serving my family on
vacation.

Now, your family is no doubt different
than my family. Maybe your family loves
filling each day with as much activity as
possible. And maybe your idea of a
vacation involves as little movement as
possible each day. If so, perhaps the
most effective way you can serve your
family is doing as much stuft as possible
each day. If you're lacking ideas, give me
a call; I've got plenty of them that I
haven’t been able to use.

How can you most effectively serve
your family on vacation? Well, in order
to answer this question you must study
your family and interview your family.

Find out what they would like to do and
if possible make it happen, even if it
involves just resting and relaxing.

5. Skillful Surprises

Let there be surprises during each
vacation! Create a tradition of
surprising your family.

Personally; I love to surprise my family
(I’'m sure you do too). And I try to do
this throughout the year. But I want
this to be a part of each family vacation
as well. Effective surprises begin with
studying each member of your family to
discover what a meaningful and
memorable surprise would involve. But
trust me, each member of your family
loves to be surprised.

Now, I could provide you with a list of
ways I have surprised members of my
family over the years, but I don’t think
that would serve you. It wouldn’t serve
you because most likely the members of
my family are different from the
members of your family. You see,
effective surprising is a skill. It is a
developed skill rooted in the discerning
study of a family member. You must
study them and discern their passions
and gifts, their preferences and joys in
order to effectively create and craft a
surprise for them.

And what a joy it is to surprise them!
Actually the most important effect of
surprising our family is not the surprise
itself but the communication of our
deep affection for them through the
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surprise. Long after the surprise has
taken place or the gift has outlived its
usefulness, the expression of affection
and the memory of the moment
remains. Think carefully and plan
purposefully whom you can surprise.

So how can you surprise your family and
communicate your deep affection on
your summer vacation?

6. Intentionally Together

Family vacations are FAMILY
vacations! Ultimately family vacations
are about being together as a family,
deepening our relationships with each
other, conversing together, laughing
together and encouraging each other.
It’s about telling the same stories
(embellished still more) and laughing
even harder than the last time.

It’s about being together as a family.
What a family does together is much
more important than where a family
goes together. It’s possible to invest
some serious coin in a family vacation
and not experience the deepening of
relationships as a family. And it’s
possible to have a low-budget vacation
that is truly wealthy in what matters,
developing close relationships as a
family, and creating memories that

make a difference, all for the glory of
God.

So the purpose of a vacation transcends
the location and transcends an
individual child or the personal
preference of a family member. A wise
father prepares his children for a

FAMILY vacation, and he adjusts
everyone’s expectations accordingly
prior to the vacation and monitors
those expectations during the vacation.
This protects the vacation from merely
becoming a context where each
member of the family is selfishly
pursuing their preference apart from
consideration for the family.
Remember, it’s a FAMILY vacation,
intended to build the family together
and deepen the relationships between
family members.

7. Gratefulness to God

Most importantly, fathers should use
their vacations as an opportunity to
express gratefulness to God. Family
vacations are only possible because of
the kindness and generosity of God.

Vacations are a gift from God. I want
my family to perceive God’s kindness
and generosity each day, and I want
them to express their gratefulness to
God each day. But in order for this to
take place we need discerning hearts
and eyes. So at the outset of a vacation
I equip my family with theologically
informed discernment, because it’s
possible for us to be blessed by God but
not perceptive of God or grateful to
God. Fathers, it is our privilege and
responsibility to model gratefulness to
God for our family during vacations.

Last year at the beginning of our
vacation, I read the following quote by
C.S. Lewis to my family and took a few
minutes to prepare them for our
vacation and the appropriate response
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Pleasures are shafts of glory as it
strikes our sensibility ... I have
tried to make every pleasure into a
channel of adoration. I don’t mean
simply by giving thanks for it. One
must of course give thanks, but I
meant something different ...
Gratitude exclaims, very properly,
“How good of God to give me
this.” Adoration says, “What must
be the quality of that Being whose
far-off and momentary
coruscations {I had to look this
word up!}l are like this!” One’s mind
runs back up the sunbeam to the
sun ... If this is Hedonism, it is also
a somewhat arduous discipline. But
it is worth some labour.*

I love this quote. It’s perfect for
vacations. The content of this quote
will give you new eyes, so you and your
family can discern the kindness and
generosity of God during your vacation.
The content of this quote will inspire
you to appropriately and specifically
express your gratefulness to God for the
many gifts you receive from him on
your vacation.

But don’t stop with gratefulness. Notice
how Lewis distinguishes between
thankfulness and adoration.. I not only
want my children to be grateful to God
(“How good of God to give me this”),
but ultimately I want them to be
amazed by this God, amazed by “the
quality of that Being” who has provided
all these gifts, and adore him.

I informed my family of all we had

planned for our vacation and informed
them that we not only wanted to give
thanks to God for each of these gifts,
but to ponder the God who thought up
and created these activities, and realize
what this reveals about God so that we
can appropriately adore him. So let your
vacation be filled with the sounds of
gratefulness but also moments of
appropriate adoration. Let us realize
what everything we experience reveals
about God himself! You can apply this
to each and every moment and activity
on your vacation regardless of where
you go or what you do. This quote and
the content of this quote became the
theme for our entire vacation last year.
I pray it serves you similarly this year.

Conclusion

Fathers, I hope some of the lessons I
have learned over the years and the
mistakes I've made and sins I've
committed on vacation somehow serve
you and make a difference in your
vacation experience. Before you this
summer is a sweet opportunity from
God to deepen relationships between
family members and create memories
that your children will never forget,
memories that will outlive you.

You can rest when you get home.

Books by Mabhaney: The Cross Centered
Life; Sex, Romance and the Glory of God;
Humility: True Greatness. Available in.
the bookstore. This article originally was
published at CF5 blog

www.sovereigngraceministries.org/Blog/
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SURGE! Youth Mission Trip

We’re going to India! June 19-June 29!
Each year as we prepare to take students
from UCCD’s youth ministry to India we
are often asked some of the questions
mentioned below. Maybe you've been
asking yourself some of the same
questions? If so, take a moment and read
on. Our hope is that by sharing some
basic information we might enlist an
army of partners who support our
ministry in prayer.

What is a Surge?
Surge is simply the title we’ve given to
the youth missions
program at UCCD.

What does Surge
do?

Surge teams have
formed a partnership
with India For Christ
Ministries IFCM).
The goal of this
partnership is two-fold. First we hope to
partner with the IFCM youth to spread
the good news of Jesus to the un-reached
villages of India. Second, we hope to
build up the youth in Bangalore through

our involvement in each others lives.

Who is IFCM?

India For Christ Ministries is a church-
planting organization founded by Paul
Devakumar, one of UCCD’s supported
workers. Over the past 20 years IFCM
has planted over 300 churches

throughout India. In addition to church
planting, IFCM also provides education
and healthy meals to many orphans and
impoverished children. It has been a
delight to assist them in their church-
planting efforts in and around Bangalore.

How can you help?

There are a couple of ways that you can
help us. First, and most important, you
can pray. As Paul asked the Thessalonian
believers to pray, so we ask you to pray
that the word of God would run ahead of
IFCM and Surge and be honored (2
Thess 3:1). Please also
pray for us as we go
through the training
and fundraising
process. Second, you
can donate funds to
help us reach our

fundraising goal.

How much money
do you have to raise?

Each of the 50 Surge team members is
required to raise 4,000 dhs. We rely on
fundraising to meet our obligations,
trusting that God will provide for us as
we walk in obedience to Him. The total
amount needed for the upcoming June
trip is 200,000dhs.

Questions? Contact John Welkner at.
050 280 4058 or johnw@uccdubai.com
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Marriage Conference Reflections

Praise God that many who attended the
conference (May 7-8) with Paul Tripp were
benefited. The following pieces offer reviews
and reflections from the conference.

How does your marriage actually look
when it is glorifying God? If the answer is
important to you, then you would have
enjoyed the “What Did You Expect?”
conference at UCCD last month, where
Paul Tripp encouraged us to make the most
of God's gift of marriage.

Marriage is a means to God's ends. It's a
path to the great wide world of reveling in
the Creator, and enthusiasm for the
Kingdom of God — the place where
imitation of Christ in love becomes
possible. A million little moments of grace
and forgiveness declare the loveliness of
God to all who see. And in it we find joy,

contentment, holiness, and romance!

What keeps us from these celestial
heights? No, not your spouse. Looking in
the mirror of the Bible, we have to admit
with Tripp that “I am my biggest marriage
problem.” Our love of self keeps us from
the Promised Land of love. “My wants! My
needs! My feelings!” are our constant focus
— hurting everyone else around. How small
our world becomes when sin robs us of
what God intended for us. Soon, we find
ourselves easily angered, selfishly
demanding, and manipulative, pushing
others aside to get to our next treasure —
maybe it will satisfy our thirst! But sin
betrays us, turning beautiful marriages into
struggles for power and control.

We can't just treat the symptoms. Nailing

good figs to a bad tree doesn't change the
harvest! Sooner or later, we have to face it:
no amount of resolve, self-help reading, or
romantic flower-giving will bring us the
marriages we were made for. The problem
isn't our desire, but our hearts. Tripp
pictured Luke 6:45 for us: When you shake
a water bottle, juice is never going to come
out! If we want sweet juice to spill when
the world shakes us, we need to change
what's inside the bottle, working at the
heart level.

Jesus is the only One who can change the
heart of man. He died and rose again in
purest love to conquer our sin. Now that
resurrection power is available to us in
every moment, if we say “No” to sin and
“Yes” to the Spirit. We can escape our
selfishness, but it takes declaring war: “We
cannot live marriage with a peacetime
mentality.” To fight this war, we must
believe God's promise that sin's power
over us is broken, surrender to His
kingship, and ask the Spirit to give us grace
and ability to imitate Christ. By addressing
the vertical relationship with God first,
our hearts can be restored for good
horizontal relationships with our spouses.

Paul Tripp reminded us that glorifying God
through our marriage may not come easily.
We need grace a thousand times a day. But
as birds are made to fly, we are made to
love like Him, and as we do so in His
power, we celebrate and honor Him, and
proclaim His life through us, until He
comes. Now that's marriage!

Luke & Cara
Rumbaugh
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“The DNA of sin is selfishness — To the

degree that I am still living for myself, to
that degree must I still be reconciled to
God”. The statement is as convicting as it
is revealing. The words of Paul Tripp hit
the heart (and I thought I was attending a
marriage conference!).

The heart is what this conference was all
about. In many ways it was a conference
on sanctification, applicable to all of life:
marriage, work and ministry. “Through
the gospel Jesus came and gave us new
hearts so that we are not stuck without
hope and because Jesus is real - change is
possible” (Paul Tripp).

I love the way Paul Tripp constantly
applies the gospel to different
circumstances. He teaches us to 1) identify
the problem - sin, 2) remember the
solution- the gospel, and then finally 3)
apply the gospel to our lives. We are not
only saved by grace but also sustained by
grace. Christ Jesus came to die for sinners
like us. The worthy for the unworthy. It’s
all by grace! We would do well if the
gospel is applied in all of our lives. By
grace Christ will validate His gospel in the
everyday circumstances we face as we trust
in Him.

The following statements from Paul Tripp
I found particularly helpful:

*  Your hope should not be in your

spouse it should be in God

Marriage is not rooted in romance,
it is rooted in worship

If you desire change in your
marriage you have to start with your
heart, otherwise moments of
ministry will be moments of anger.

You will personalize what is not
personal. You will be adversarial in
your response and settle for quick
solutions without getting to the
heart of the matter.

® The heart cannot be satisfied
horizontally (man) but only
vertically (God).

The words that you speak will have
an impact in your marriage. You are
placed as a person of influence in
the life of your spouse. What is
your legacy?

The problem is never that you don’t
love your spouse enough but that
you don’t love God enough.

®* We are the brushes in God’s hand
wherewith He paints His grace on
the canvas of human souls.

This conference was helpful not only for
couples but especially for those who are
single. I remember asking Brian Parks
where he learned to be a husband and a
father. He had an interesting answer: He
said that he learned from his own father,
from biblical role-models of godly men,

but mostly by being involved and serving
the body of Christ in church.

Can you imagine how it will look like when
single men and women serve the church as
those married to Christ and selflessly give
themselves to love as they are loved and in
doing so bring glory to Christ while he
prepares hearts for marriage?!

Praise God for the impact of this
conference on UCCD.

In Christ,
Etienne Nel
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From the Mailbag: Paul Tripp

Dear Brothers and
Sisters of UCCD:

I don’t think that

any of us (Gail,

Steve, Luella or

myself) will forget

the days that we had

with you. Itisa
moving experience to
stand up to speak and look over a
congregation of nations. You are so
blessed to be with one another and to
experience God’s work around the world.
I thought each time I got up to speak
that the only thing that could bring such
a diverse group of people into
relationships of unity and love is the
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. Every
time you meet, the combination of your
diversity and your unity declares his
glory. We feel blessed to experience, for
a brief moment, what we know heaven
will be like as God gathers people groups
from all over the world to be with him
and worship him forever.

Think of what unifies you. Even though
you may look different from one another,
even though you have come out of
different cultures, and even though you
grew up speaking different languages, if
you are God’s children, you have been
indwelt by the same Spirit. Jesus is
Emmanuel, not just because he came to
earth, but because, in the person of his
Spirit, he makes us the place where he
now lives. If God lives inside of you and

God lives inside of me, we have
something deep within us that unifies us.

Think also, that even though our cultures
make us think differently about life,
there is something that has opened our
eyes and changed our thoughts. It is the
Word of God. Now, because you have
placed your trust in God’s truth, in
fundamental ways you think alike. You
share a belief in a God who is Creator,
Sovereign and Savior. You believe in the
reality of sin and the rescue of grace. You
believe that what God says is true and
you believe in the hope of eternity. You

are one with one another because you
trust God’s Word.

Finally, you are one because you rest on
God’s grace. You all have come to know
that your hope in life is not your
performance, but his grace. You all find
your strength and rest in the same place;
the amazing grace of Jesus.

So, celebrate the fact that the God who
is one has made you one so that in being
one you may testify to the grace of his
Son.

With trust in the very same Jesus,

Paul David Tripp

Paul Tripp, recent UCCD marriage
conference speaker; beads Paul Tripp Ministries
and whose aim is to connect the transforming
power of Jesus Christ to every day life.
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New

FRIDAY FOUNDATIONS
coming
9:30-10:30 am

Classes offered:
1. Track I (following Biblical Marriage )

- Meeting with God: The Why and the How

(June 19-July 17)
- Systematic Theology (July 24-Aug 28)

2. Track II (following What is the Healthy
Evangelist?)

- Pleasures of God: Meditations on God’s
Delight in Being God. (July 3-Aug 28)

Looking for some summer reading?

1. Humility, by C. ]J. Mahaney. God opposes the
proud. This is how you can pursue true
greatness. 45 dhs.

2. The Cross Centered Life, by C. J. Mahaney.
Keeping the gospel the main thing in your life.
Profound and practical. 35 dhs.

3. Guidance and the Voice of God, by Phillip
Jensen. God still speaks loud and clear. Are
you listening? 38 dhs.

4. Ten Questions to Diagnose Your Spiritual Health,
by Don Whitney. Excellent for discipling one
another! 45 dhs.

5. Evangelism & the Sovereignty of God, by J. 1.
Packer. Pray or evangelize? 48 dhs.

June Calendar

June 5, 2009

8:00 & 10:30 UCCD church gathering.
Guest preacher: Robin Weekes.

9:30-10:30 Friday Foundations (see left
for classes offered).

6:00 pm First Friday Prayer & Praise

June 11, 2009

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study on
Galatians.

June 12, 2009

8:00 & 10:30 UCCD church gathering.
John Folmar continues through Exodus.

9:30-10:30 Friday Foundations

June 18, 2009

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study on |
Thessalonians.

June 19, 2009

8:00 & 10:30 UCCD church gathering.
Jeremy Yong begins series on | John.

9:30-10:30 Friday Foundations

Also, in the 10:30 service: New Member
Recognition.

June 25, 2009

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study on |
Thessalonians.

June 26, 2009

8:00 & 10:30 UCCD church gathering.
Jeremy Yong continues through | John.

9:30-10:30 Friday Foundations

United Christian Church of Dubai
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