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Treasuring God in Our Traditions

Noel Piper , author and wife of John Piper

This article is lom the book OTreasuring God in our Traditions© by

Why in the world would God send his
Son among us as a baby? Just think

of almighty God waving his arms and legs
and lying in place until someone

decided to pick him up, getting hungrier
until somebody decided to feed

him, remaining dirty until someone
cleaned and changed him. This is not
reasonable - not by our standards, that is.
But God has his own purposes.

Christmas is only one small part of a
whole year of living, working, and
ministering in our churches and to our
neighbors, of meeting our family’s
physical needs, of teaching our children.
Just one small part of the year - but with

and excitement, what an ideal opportunity
for remembering and teaching.

It is important to plan our “everyday”
traditions so that we reflect our view of
the world and God. How much more
important our planning is for celebrations
of a world-shaking event like God being
born a baby so that we can be reborn as
his children.

Advent

We are a people of promise. For centuries
God prepared people for the coming of
his Son, our only hope for life. At
Christmas we celebrate the fulfillment of
the promises God made - that he would

our hearts and spirits open in anticipation make a way to draw near to him. Advent
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is what we call the season leading up to
Christmas. It begins four

Sundays before December 25, sometimes
in the last weekend of November,
sometimes on the first Sunday in
December.

First Peter 1:10-12 is a clear description of

what we look back

announced to you through those who
preached the good news to you by the
Holy Spirit sent from heaven” (v. 12). They
were serving us. We Christians on this
side of Jesus’ birth are a God-blessed,
joytul people because we know God’s
plan. The centuries of waiting are over. We
have the greatest reason to celebrate.

to during Advent.
For four weeks, it
is as if we’re

1 Concerning this salvation, the
prophets, who spoke of the grace that

And yet we are still
waiting. Our
spiritual
redemption came

reenacting, was to come to you, searched intently to us with the baby
remembering the and with the greatest care, utrying to of Bethlehem.
thousands of years find out the time and circumstances to Nonetheless, as
during which which the Spirit of Christ in them was Romans 8 says,
God’s people were pointing when he predicted the “we ourselves, who

anticipating and sufferings of Christ and the glories have the firstfruits

longing for the that would follow.

coming of God’s
salvation, for Jesus.
That’s what advent
means, ‘coming’.

It was revealed to
them that they were not serving
themselves but you, when they spoke
of the things that have now been told
you by those who have preached the
gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent

of the Spirit, groan
inwardly as we
wait eagerly for
adoption as sons,
the redemption

Even God's men from heaven. Even angels long to look of our bodies” (v.
who into these things. 23). There is
foretold the grace suffering and
that was to come - 1 Peter 1:10-12 tragedy still, even

didn’t know “what

for Christians.
Someone we love

person or time the
Spirit of Christ in
them was indicating” (v. 11).They were
waiting, but they didn't know what God’s
salvation would look like.

In fact, God revealed to them that they
were not the ones who would see the
sufferings and glory of God’s Christ.
“They were serving not themselves but
you, in the things that have now been

is dying. We may
be in pain. Sometimes we have trouble
believing God’s promises. In other words,
our redemption is not complete. We are
waiting for the redemption of our bodies -
waiting for Jesus’ second advent, for him
to come again.

So here we stand in the middle. Advent is
a season of looking back, thinking
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how it must have been, waiting for the

promised salvation of God, not knowing If regular personal devotions are not

what to expect. And at the same time,
Advent is a season of looking ahead,
preparing ourselves to meet Jesus at his
Second Coming.

Advent - Looking Forward

The verses we read earlier from 1 Peter 1
(vv. 10-12) look backward toward

God’s people who were awaiting his
salvation. The very next verses look
forward in Advent, anticipating the
return of Jesus. “Therefore, preparing
your minds for action, and being sober-
minded, set your hope fully on the grace
that will be brought to you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ” (v. 13). There
will be another advent of Christ; he will
come again.

Advent is a season for introspection.
Peter gives us God’s high standard as
we contemplate our standing with him:
You shall be holy, for I am holy (v. 16).
This is a time to ask ourselves questions:

1)Am I clear-thinking and sober-
minded, or are my concerns mainly
trivial? (v. 13)

2) Is my hope set fully on the grace I
will receive from Jesus at his Second
Coming, or do I cringe at the thought of
leaving behind the life I love? (v. 13)

3) Am I an obedient child of my Father,
or am I still shaped by the passions that
drove me before I became a Christian?
(v. 14)

part of our lives, Advent would be a
time, tailor-made to begin. We
remember that God charged the adults
in Deuteronomy 11 to lay up these
words of mine in your heart and in your
soul (v. 18), and that he expects us to
“love the LORD [our] God” (v. 1). The
living water in our own hearts is the
fountain from which we shower Christ
on our family. Our time with God and
his preparation of us is a necessary
foundation. Without it our Christmas
activities will degenerate into hoopla.

But however much we want a significant
Christmas celebration for our families,
that is not the primary reason for our
contemplation and self-examination.
Our deeper motivation is the
strengthening of our ultimate hope in
Jesus, so that when he appears we may
have confidence and not shrink from
him in shame at his coming (1

John 2:28).

May this time be a reflection of what
our lives are - gratitude for the promises
that were fulfilled when God gave us the
gift of his Son and anticipation of and
preparation for Christ's coming again.
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Thinking About Santa

by Noel Piper

Do Others See Why We Celebrate?
How will our home look if our celebration
is a picture of anticipation and waiting for
God’s plan to be completed, a picture of
our joy in the salvation he has begun for
us? What visible things will fill our house
as we celebrate what God has done through
Jesus?

linking About Santa

For several reasons, we have chosen not to
include Santa Claus in our Christmas
stories and decorations. First, fairy tales are
fun, but we don’t ask our children to
believe them. Second, celebrating with
Santa and manger will postpone a child’s
clear understanding of what the real truth
of God is. It’s very difficult for a young child
to pick through a marble cake of part truth
and part imagination to find the crumbs of
reality. We want our children to understand
God as fully as they’re able, at whatever age
they are. So we try to avoid anything that
would inhibit or distort that understanding.
Third, think how confusing it must be to a
literal-thinking, uncritical preschooler.

Santa is so much like what we’re trying all
year to teach our children about

God. Look at the “attributes” of Santa:

« He's omniscient—he sees everything you
do.

« He rewards you if you're good.

« He's omnipresent—at least, he can be
everywhere in one night.

OWe want our children to understand
God as fully as they!re able, at
whatever age they are. So we try to
avoid anything that would inhibit or
distort that understanding.O

But at the deeper level that young children
can't comprehend yet, he is not like

God at all. For example, does Santa really
care if we're bad or good? Think of the

most awful kid you can remember. Did he
or she ever not get gifts from Santa?

What about Santa’s spying and then
rewarding you if youre good enough? That’s
not the way God operates. He gave us his
gift—his Son—even though we weren’t
good at all. “God shows his love for us in
that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us” (Romans 5:8). He gave his gift to us
to make us good, not because we had
proved ourselves good enough. Helping our
children understand God as much as they're
able at whatever age they are is our primary
goal. But we've also seen some other
encouraging effects of not including Santa
in our celebration.

PAGE 4



UNITED CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF DUBAI!

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 10, DEC 4, 2009

First, I think children are glad to realize that
their parents, who live with them all year
and know all the worst things about them,
still show their love at Christmas. Isn’t that
better than a funny, old, make-believe man
who drops in just once a year?

Second, our children know our family’s
usual giving patterns for birthdays and
special events. They seem to have an
instinct about our typical spending levels
and abilities. Knowing that their Christmas
gifts come from the people they love, rather
than from a bottomless sack, can help
diminish the “I-want-this, give-me-that”
syndrome.

And, finally, when children know that God’s
generosity is reflected by God’s

people, it tends to encourage a sense of
responsibility about helping make
Christmas good for others. Karsten, for
example, worked hard on one gift one year.
On Christmas morning in 1975, my
husband stepped around a large, loose-
flapped cardboard box to get to his chair at
the breakfast table. “Where’s Karsten?” he
asked, expecting to see our excited three-
year-old raring to leap into the day. Sitting
down, I said, “He’ll be here in a minute.” I
nudged the box with my toe.

Karsten threw back the flaps and rose to his
full three-foot stature. “And there

were shepherds living out in the fields
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. An angel of the Lord appeared to
them .. ” He had memorized Luke 2:8-20 as
a gift for his dad. Karsten knew Santa wasn’t
the one to depend on.

In fact, a few days later Karsten and I were
walking down the hall at church.

One of the older ladies leaned down to
squeeze his pink, round cheek and asked,
“What did Santa bring you?”

Karsten’s head jerked quickly toward me,
and he whispered loudly, “Doesn’t she
know?"

These thoughts raise the question: If not
Santa, then what?

Manger Scenes

Our very first Christmas was in the middle
of our honeymoon. So our traditions

began the second year of marriage. We
visited our families before Christmas and
returned to our small place late at night on
December 21. We didn't have any
decorations, and the time was short. So we
decided not to buy a tree. I had found a
tinny nativity set at an international gift
shop. On Christmas morning, the two of us
sat on the floor beside a low, small table
with that scene between us. Christmas
carols played in the background as we
opened each other’s gifts. It seemed exactly
right that Jesus be the visible center.

So every year since then, a special créche
has been the focal point of our celebration.
We arrange it on a table and collect our gifts
underneath. This is often the gathering
place for our family devotions during
December. Anyone who visits sees what our
center is.
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Twelve Reasons for Christmas

1. "For this | was born
and for this | have come
into the world, to bear
witness to the

truth." ( John 18:37))

4. "The Son of Man

came to seek and to save
the lost." ( Luke 19:10)

7. "For God so loved
the world that
whoever believes on
him shall not perish
but have everlasting
life. For God sent not
his Son into the
world to condemn
the world but that
the world through
him might be
saved." ( John 3:16).

10. “Behold, this child is
set for the fall and rising
of many in Israel, and for
a sign that is spoken
against . . . that the
thoughts of many may be

revealed" ( Luke 2:34f).

2. "The reason the Son

of God appeared was to
destroy the works of the

devil." ( 1 John 3:8 ; cf.
Hebrews 2:14-15)

5. "The Son of Man
came not to be served

but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for

many." ( Mark 10:45)

8. "God sent his only Son into
the world, so that we might live
through him." ( 1 John 4:9 ; cf.

John 10:10).

11. "He has sent me to
proclaim release to the
captives and recovering
of sight to the blind, to
set at liberty those who
are oppressed.” ( Luke
4:18)

3. "Those who are well
have no need of a
physician, but those who
are sick; | came not to call
the righteous, but

sinners." ( Mark 2:17)

6. "God sent forth his Son,
born of woman, born under
the law, to redeem those
who were under the law, so
that we might receive
adoption as
sons." ( Galatians 4:5 )

9. "The saying is sure
and worthy of full
acceptance, that Christ
Jesus came into the
world to save

sinners." ( 1 Timoth
1:15).

12 "Christ became a
servant to the circumcised
to show God's
truthfulness, in order to
conbPrm the promises
given to the patriarchs,
and in order that the
Gentiles might glorify God
for his mercy." ( Romans
15:7-8; cf. John 12:27f ).
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How Can
Jesus Be
Both Divine

and Human?

by R. C. Sproul, respected
author, pastor and
theologian

How can a person have a
divine nature and a
human nature at the same
time in the way that we
believe Jesus Christ did?

One of the great crises in
evangelical Christianity
today is a lack of
understanding about the
person of Christ. Almost
every time I watch Christian
television I hear one of the
classical creeds of the
Christian faith being denied
blatantly, unknowingly,
unwittingly. And of course,
part of the reason is that it is
so difficult for us to
understand how one person
can have two natures. You
are asking me the question,
"How?" I don't know how; I
know that Jesus is one
person with two natures.
How can that be? Long
before there was a human
nature there was a second
person of the Trinity. Here
the second person of the
Trinity, very God of very
God, God himself, was able

OGod cannot stop
being God and still
be God...that is why
orthodox
Christianity has
always declared
that Jesus was

verus homus, verus
Deus -- truly man,
truly God; fully man
and fully God.O

to take upon himself a
human nature. No human
being could reverse the
process and take upon
himself a divine nature. I
cannot add deity to my
humanity. It's not as if Christ
changed from deity into
humanity. That's what I hear
all the time. I hear that there
was this great eternal God
who suddenly stopped being
God and became a man.
That's not what the Bible
teaches. The divine person
took upon himself a human
nature. We really can't
understand the mystery of
how this happened. But it is
conceivable, certainly, that
God, with his power, can
add to himself a human
nature and do it in such a

way as to unite two natures
in one person.

The most important council
about this in the history of
the church, whose decision
has stood for centuries as the
model of Christian
orthodoxy and is embraced
by Lutherans, Presbyterians,
Methodists, Roman
Catholics, Baptists --
virtually every branch of
Christendom -- is the
Council of Chalcedon. It was
held in the year 451, in
which the church confessed
its belief about Jesus in this
way: They said that we
believe that Jesus is verus
homus, verus Deus -truly
man, truly God. Then they
went on to set boundaries
for how we're to think about
the way in which these two
natures relate to each other.
They said that these two
natures are in perfect unity,
without mixture, division,
confusion, or separation.
When we think about the
Incarnation, we don't want
to get the two natures mixed
up and think that Jesus had a
deified human nature or a
humanized divine nature.
We can distinguish them,
but we can't tear them apart
because they exist in perfect
unity.
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When Paul wrote that Jesus
emptied himself and became
a servant and yet he was
God, in what ways did he
retain or not retain his
powers of being God?

The concept of "emptying"
was a raging controversy in
the nineteenth century, and
elements of it remain today.
The Greek word used by
Paul in the second chapter of
Philippians, kenosis, is
translated as "emptying" in
most Bible versions. The
question is, Of what did
Jesus, in his human
(incarnate) state, empty
himself?

The popular view in certain
circles in the nineteenth
century was that at the time
of the Incarnation, the
eternal God, the second
person of the Trinity, laid
aside -- emptied himself of
-- his divine attributes so
that he could become a man.
And in becoming a man in
the very real sense, he
stopped being God. And so
there is the transformation
from deity to humanity
because he set aside his
omniscience, his
omnipotence, his self-
existence, and all of those
other attributes that are
proper to the nature of God.

There was on orthodox
theologian during the
middle of that controversy
who said somewhat
caustically that the only
emptying that theory proved
was the emptying of the
minds of theologians who
would teach such a thing as
God stopping for one second
to be God. If God laid aside
one of his attributes, the
immutable undergoes a
mutation, the infinite
suddenly stops being
infinite; it would be the end
of the universe. God cannot
stop being God and still be
God. So we can't talk
properly of God laying aside
his deity to take humanity
upon himself. That is why
orthodox Christianity has
always declared that Jesus
was verus homus, verus
Deus -- truly man, truly
God; fully man and fully
God. His human nature was
tully human, and his divine
nature always and
everywhere was fully divine.

Nevertheless, the apostle
Paul does speak of Christ
emptying himself of
something. I think the
context of Philippians 2
makes it very clear that what
he emptied himself of was
not his deity, not his divine
attributes, but his

prerogatives -- his glory and
his privileges. He willingly
cloaked his glory under the
veil of this human nature
that he took upon himself.
It's not that the divine nature
stops being divine in order
to become human. In the
Transfiguration, for example
(Matthew 17:1-13), we see
the invisible divine nature
break through and become
visible, and Jesus is
transfigured before the eyes
of his disciples. But for the
most part, Jesus concealed
that glory.

For more teaching
from R. C. Sproul, visit
www.ligoiner.org
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A Poem On The Incarnation

The Prologue

by D. A. Carso"

Before there was a universe,

Before a star or planet,

When time had still not yet begun —
I scarcely understand it —

Th’ eternal Word was with his God,
God’s very Self-Expression;

Th’ eternal Word was God himself —
And God had planned redemption.
The Word became our flesh and
blood —

The stuff of his creation —

The Word was God, the Word was
flesh,

Astounding incarnation!

But when he came to visit us,

We did not recognize him.
Although we owed him everything
We haughtily despised him.

In days gone by God showed himself
In grace and truth to Moses;

But in the Word of God made flesh
Their climax he discloses.

For grace and truth in fullness came
And showed the Father’s glory
When Jesus donned our flesh and
died:

This is the gospel story.

All who delighted in his name,

All those who did receive him,

All who by grace were born of God,
All who in truth believed him —

To them he gave a stunning right:
Becoming God’s dear children!
Here will I stay in grateful trust;
Here will I fix my vision.

Before there was a universe,

Before a star or planet,

When time had still not yet begun —
I scarcely understand it —

Th’ eternal Word was with his God,
God’s very Self-Expression;

Th’ eternal Word was God himself —
And God had planned redemption.

Ol scarcely understand it

ThO eternal Word was with
his God,

GodOs very Self-Expression;

ThO eternal Word was God
himself B
And God had planned
redemptionO.
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The Hope of Christmas

By Phi#ip Jensen, Clergyman of th$
Anglican Diocese in Sydney,Australia

Christmas is often
presented as a picture of
happiness - with
Australians enjoying their
family, friends and the best
this country has to offer.
But it's a two-dimensional
picture. More image than
reality. Behind the scenes
there are plenty of people
who hate Christmas or find
it difficult - and for good

reason.

It can be the unhappiest
time of the year. If
Christmas in Australia does
mean gathering with your
family, enjoying a meal and
a laugh, playing together in
the pool or on the beach,
and catching up on the year
gone by with friends and
relatives, then many of us
just won't be taking part.
We are not just a nation of
happy families,
surrounding the barbecue
and cheerfully singing
"Dashing through the
snow..." while we perspire
in the heat. We are often
the survivors of cruel
relationships, illness,

bereavement or financial
ruin. We have struggled
this year to keep the
mortgage under control
and the children in school;
we have been stressed and
anxious and unsure of the
future. Some of us lost a lot
this year: our jobs, our
drought-ravaged farms, our
burned-down houses, our
spouses, our Bali-
holidaying friends. So
Christmas cheer is far from
the lips of many in
Australia this year.

And for the first time in a
long time, fear - that great
enemy of happiness - has
been scratching away at the
leathery Australian soul.
Terrorism and the
subsequent talk of war has
had us murmuring our
"she'll be right, mate" in
shaky voices.

In such a situation, how can
a Jewish baby born in Israel
in the first century provide
any comfort? Is it not
insane to think that the
birth of Jesus on that first
Christmas day could give

more than a 'nice, historical
feel' to our eating, drinking,
merry-making and gift-
giving? How can Jesus'

birth offer us hope today?

The answer becomes clear
when we understand Jesus'
family history. The Gospel
of Matthew tells us that
Jesus was descended from
Israel's King, David, who
was descended from
Abraham. Jesus was the
long-awaited son who
would bring God's blessing
to all the families of the
earth. And there is great
hope in the knowledge that
Jesus came from God in
heaven. The baby who was
born in Bethlehem was
God's gift of himself to a
tormented and needy
world.

"He came down to earth
from heaven, who is God
and Lord of all," we sing in
the Christmas carol. Jesus
came from heaven with a
mission to restore relations
between heaven and earth.
He was sent with a recovery
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brief, a plan to rescue us
from the horror and
injustice of this world, and
from our own hateful,
rebellious hearts. This
mission began with
Christmas Day, and was
completed on Easter
Sunday when the crucified

Jesus was raised back to life.

It is this recovery mission
which gives us hope,
because we know from the
Bible that the mission was
successful. Jesus' life, death
and resurrection restores
our friendship with God.
That is why the celebration
of his birth can give us
comfort in troubled times.
We are celebrating all that
he achieved in bringing us

back to God. No terrorist
act, bushfire or drought can
change that fact.

Again in the Gospel of
Matthew, Jesus says, "Come
to me, all who labour and
are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest." He invites us
to accept the rest he offers.
It is a spiritual rest, resting
from our own failures, fears
and sins, resting in the love
and kindness of God.

God invites us to join his
family this Christmas. He is
always extending this
invitation and welcoming
in strangers from afar. We
join God's family when we
entrust our futures to Jesus
Christ, the Saviour sent

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 10, DEC 4, 2009

from heaven who restores
us to friendship with God.
He gives us peace, because
in knowing Jesus we have
nothing to fear from the
world itself. Those who
trust in Jesus know that
whatever may happen,
whether they live a long
and prosperous life or die at
the hands of terrorists their

eternal life is safe in the
hands of God.

It isn't an arrogant claim. It
is the promise of God to us,
the promise that in the end
things will be fine for those
who trust in Jesus.

“The baby who was born in Bethlehem was
God's gift of himself to a tormented and

needy world”.
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! FRIDAY FOUNDATIONS
9:30"10:20 am

Classes ottered:

1.WhatOs GodOs Wi! For You? Guidance and
Decision Making $Nov 20, 2009" Jan 18,
2010%. Led by: John Welkner and Jon Ayli#e

2.Discipling and Biblical Counseling:
Helping People Chang" $Nov 20, 2009 "
Feb 19, 2010%. Led by Jeremy Yong, Richar¢
Ngwisha, and Theo Aryee

* No Friday Foundation Classes on Dec 25.

p =

CAROLS IN DUBAI

December 11th, 2009

7.30 p.m. Emmanuel Hall

Christmas goodies will be on offer
after the service.

Phone:
(04) 884 6623

Email: info@uccdubai.com
http://uccdubai.com

UNITED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH of DUBAI

December Calendar

Dec 3 2009, Thursday
7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study on
Galatians

Dec 4 2009, Friday

8:00 & 10:30 UCCD church
gathering

9:30-10:30 Friday Foundations
6:00 pm First Friday Prayer &
Praise

Dec 5, 2009, Saturday
9:30 am Young Adults Ministry

Dec 10, 2009, Thursday

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study on
Galatians.

7:00 pm Oasis Youth Ministry

Dec 11 2009, Friday

8:00 & 10:30 UCCD church
gathering

9:30-10:30 Friday Foundations
7.30-9.30 Carols in Dubai

Dec 12 2009, Saturday
10:00-12.00 Breakfast in
Bethlehem

2:00 pm The Wedding of Miro
Donabedian and Vivian Peltekian

Dec 17, 2009, Thursday
7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study
7:00 pm Oasis Youth Ministry

Dec 18 2009, Friday

8:00 & 10:30 UCCD church
gathering

9:30-10:30 Friday Foundations

Dec 25 2009, Friday
8:00 & 10:30 UCCD church
gathering
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